DUNFORD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
held on Thursday 14th march 2019 at 8.30 p.m.

AT THE PARISH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present:  Cllrs A. Pestell (Chair), N. Armitage (Vice Chair), G. Parker, J. Smith, T. Singleton and A. Whitehead. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Pickford. 

Seven members of the community were also in attendance.

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2018
The minutes were accepted and agreed as an accurate record.
2. Matters arising

There were no matters arising.
3.
Financial statement of the draft accounts for the year to 31st March 2019 and the financial position to date.

The Clerk outlined the financial statement of the draft accounts for the financial year 2018/19 along with the current financial position.  This was noted.  
4.

Report of the Chair and proposals for the future
The Chair gave a verbal report on the work of the Council over the last year.  Key issues included:  

· 
The precept has been held at the same level as preceding years.  The last time it was raised was many years ago when urgent work was needed on the community centre to make the building safe.
· The Parish Council now meets 6 times per year on the 2nd Thursday of the month.  Should an urgent matter arise between meetings there are liaison arrangements between the Chair, Clerk and Councillors to discuss.

· Councillor Pestell attends the local Penistone East and Penistone West Ward Alliance meetings, having been appointed by the Area Council, and feeds back relevant issues.

· The Parish Council owns several pieces of land which are abused by some.  Legal advice is being sought regarding disposing of the land with profits spent on the parish, including the Crowedge playing field.

· Concerns remain regarding the safety of the A616 and other roads in the parish.  Barnsley MBC have been asked to do a full safety check on the road from Hazelhead crossroads to the Victoria crossroads, together with a request for a 30 mph speed limit on this section and improved signage on the bends near the community centre and Crowedge Chapel/Pennine View.  Consideration will be given to DPC funding a speed camera or similar.
· A longstanding dispute remains between Dunford Parish Council (DPC) and Dunford Parish Community Association (DPCA) regarding management of the community centre.  An independent view has been sought by DPCA to resolve this and a report received, with several recommendations therein, including: that a special AGM should be held to encourage wider membership of the DPCA; confirm membership of the General Committee and that the views of the wider community should be sought with regard to the type of activity the community centre should be used for.   Any meetings of the Committee should be held in public with clear guidelines as to behavior at meetings, with advance notice of meetings giving at least 5 working days and minutes published on the website.  Members of the public present at the meeting expressed a desire to have regular activities organized for adults and children in the community together with dissatisfaction at the use of the playing field by people who were not local and the level of charges to use the centre for family celebrations/funerals (£150 for a wedding celebration for a local family).  Members of the public were encouraged to come along to the DPCA meeting to make their views known. 
· Finally, as this is the last meeting of the present Council, it was highlighted that the number of local Councilors is being reduced from 7 to 5 following the local elections, which will mean that two Councillors will not be reappointed.  The Chair expressed his sincere thanks to all Councillors for their hard work and the support given to the parish in the last year and to the Clerk for help and advice.
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